
AIT SASBI Program
Academia – Industry Training (AIT)
Swiss – African Science and Business Innovators
@EDHE Lekghotla 19 – 21 July 2022, Gqeberha (South Africa)



AIT SASBI program and conference partners
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Annual AIT SASBI Gatherings

Spring 2022: Rwanda
Spring 2023: South Africa
Spring 2024: Nigeria
Spring 2025 – 2028: further host countries envisaged



Sounding Board 
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The Conference

• Keynote addresses from internationally renowned scholars
• Discussion about start-up growth and growth mechanisms
• Insights shared by Innovation Offices from Switzerland and Africa
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The Forum
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• Platform for early-stage science based start-up companies 
(@ MVP level)

• Showcase prototype and internationalization strategy (8 – 10 min.)
• Feedback from international review panel (the “Swiss fit”)
• Selection for Swiss residency program (1 – 3 weeks in Switzerland 

with peers of the business fields, co-developing a project)
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Swiss start-up companies to Africa

• Nomination of science based start-ups by Innovation Offices
• Feedback from international review panel (the «African fit»)
• Selection for African residency program (1 – 3 weeks in one of the 5 African 

program partner countries with peers of the business fields, co-developing a 
project)

• South Africa, Rwanda, Kenya, Nigeria, Ghana
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Building up the (alumni) community

• Participants link to the Swiss and African ecosystem
• Establishment of an AIT SASBI WhatsApp group
• 1st Alumni meeting: envisaged for Autumn 2024 (hybrid)
• Mutual opening of entrepreneurship courses (online; skills training; exchange

of expertise; Summer Courses like EUCOR – European Campus)
• https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6951478712768864256/

(Visit of Federal Councilor Mr. Parmelin to South Africa in July 2022)
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Winning Start-ups 2022 (Residency Switzerland)
www.sareco.org
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Winning Start-ups (Residency Africa)
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Looking forward
to growing the Community!


