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PROJECT

´ Initiated: April 2019
´ Funding: VLIR-UOS 
´ Title: Improving student entrepreneurship support at SA universities 

in order to mitigate youth unemployment 
´ Motivated: Youth unemployment & Role of universities



´ Masters dissertation within context of project

´ Aim of masters: 
´ To describe university-based student entrepreneurship support 

offered by South African public universities
´ To identify start-up (establishment) and current challenges facing 

student entrepreneurs at South African public universities

RESEARCH

´ Lead researcher: Mr Riyaad Ismail
´ Interviewed 38 entrepreneurship stakeholders at 8 SA 

universities



´ Aim: Disseminate best practices in university-based student 
entrepreneurship support at SA public universities

´ Aim: Develop an online Student Entrepreneurship Support Assessment 
Tool

RESEARCH

May 2022



RESEARCH

´Best practices 



´ Available online - https://busman.mandela.ac.za/ 
Research/Improving-Student-Entrepreneurship-Support-at-Sout

´ Bookmark

DISSEMINATING BEST PRACTICES

https://busman.mandela.ac.za/Research/Improving-Student-Entrepreneurship-Support-at-Sout


´ Presenting papers 

DISSEMINATING BEST PRACTICES



RESEARCH
´ Aim: Develop an online Student Entrepreneurship Support (SES) 

Assessment Tool



SES ASSESSMENT TOOL



SES ASSESSMENT TOOL
´ To be used by student entrepreneurship stakeholders
´ Self-assessment survey (5-8 min)
´ Administered among staff and students
´ Seven SES elements are assessed: 

´Assess on yearly basis

´ University environment and 
culture

´ Co-curricular entrepreneurship 
support activities

´ Formal entrepreneurship 
education

´ Incubator and accelerator 
programmes

´ Technology transfer offices
´ University venture funds
´ Internal and external 

collaborations 



WEBSITE
´ Dedicated website which hosts the SES Assessment Tool (https://student-

entrep-support.co.za/)

https://student-entrep-support.co.za/


WEBSITE



WEBSITE



SES ASSESSMENT TOOL RESULTS
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SES ASSESSMENT TOOL RESULTS



SES ASSESSMENT TOOL RESULTS



IMPLEMENTATION / ROLL OUT
´ Process of getting all approvals (ethics etc.)
´ Finalising guidelines and compliance
´ Pilot at Nelson Mandela University in 2022
´ Aim is to make available to other SA Public Universities in 2023



INVITATION
´ Visit our stand
´ Sign up for notice of future developments
´ Go online - test SES Tool
´ Give feedback


