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AGENDA

• Brief Introduction to the British Council and our work 

in South Africa (HE sector) 

• The British Council and EDHE partnership

• The Innovation for African Universities (IAU) Project



About British Council 

The British Council builds connections, understanding

and trust between people in the UK and other countries

through arts and culture, education and the English

language.

We work in two ways – directly with individuals to

transform their lives, and with governments and partners

to make a bigger difference for the longer term, creating

benefit for millions of people all over the world.

We help young people to gain the skills, confidence and

connections they are looking for, to realize their potential

and to participate in strong and inclusive communities. We

support them to learn English, to get a high-quality

education and to gain internationally recognized

qualifications. Our work in arts and culture stimulates

creative expression and exchange and nurtures creative

enterprise.

We are on the ground in 19 countries in Sub Saharan

Africa and deliver impact across these listed areas and in

the last 3 years, also worked in additional 6+ countries

working with local institutions and partners on the ground.
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Tsungai Gonzo- Science Project 

Manager

Jean September-

Deputy Country Director

Olipa Ntawanga-

HE Project Manager

Missey Marowa-

Projects and

Support Officer

Meekness Lunga-

Programme Manager: 

Sci and HE



Our Work in Higher 
Education 

We build partnerships between UK higher

education institutions and other countries,

and support the exchange and mobility of

academics, scholars and students.

We contribute to the development of a global

academic community by providing

international networks and platforms to

discuss higher education and by promoting

innovative research. We support policy and

practice in the UK and internationally

through our market analysis, research and

intelligence.
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Higher Education 

Going Global Annual international conference for leaders in international education to debate the 

future of further and higher education. 

Policy & advocacy Supporting HE policy reform  and internationalization of systems – thematic focus on 

entrepreneurship

Institutional Partnerships Focus on capacity building; improving quality in leadership, teaching and learning; 

internationalization/TNE; support for research in areas key to economic and social 

development.

Scholarships Commonwealth Masters and PhD scholarships for South African citizens on behalf of 

the Commonwealth Scholarship Commission. 

Study UK: Discover You & Alumni 

Awards

A global campaign that promotes the UK as a first-choice study destination to 

international students 6

Science 

Newton Fund Research and innovation partnerships that support the economic development and 

social welfare of developing countries including UK:SA Bilateral Research Chairs, NRF 

PhD scholarships and Travel Grants for nGAP lecturers

FameLab In 2021, we will participate in FameLab, a global science communication training 

programme to find and support the world's most talented science communicators.

Overview of our HE and Sci programme 
in South Africa
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EDHE platform designed to 
support universities with 
addressing the issue of 

graduate unemployment and 
the need for them to become 

more entrepreneurial

The British Council HE programme in 
SSA will contribute to addressing 
Youth Unemployment in target 

African cities through partnerships 
between universities in the UK and 

SSA designed to strengthen the role 
of HE in African Entrepreneurship 

Ecosystems 
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Phase 1 review 

Entrepreneurship Development in Higher 

Education 
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Partnership opportunities for SA universities  

British Council flagship HE programme 



HEI capacity to contribute meaningfully as key 

players in entrepreneurship ecosystems 

strengthened, resulting in better support for 

young people seeking to develop sustainable 

enterprises. 

Youth Unemployment and 

Underemployment in target African cities 

Africa – UK 

HE Partnerships to build 

institutional capacity for 

HE engagement in 

entrepreneurship 

ecosystems in selected 

African cities. 

THE PROBLEM

THE ACTION

( PROJECT) 

THE RESULT

The Innovation for African Universities (IAU) Project is a platform which facilitates institutional partnerships between UK and 

African Higher Education (HE) providers to strengthen the role of HE in African Entrepreneurship Ecosystems 
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New Programme !! Entrepreneurship and innovation capacity building 



OBJECTIVE

Foster a culture of 

entrepreneurship 

and Innovation 

within Higher 

Education 

Institutions (HEIs) 

in SSA 

VALUE

Seven Hundred 

Thousand GBP.

(£700,00.00 +)

TARGET 

AUDIENCE

Higher Education 

Institutions in SSA 

and the UK 

Technology Hubs, 

Entrepreneurship 

Support 

Organisations, 

PROGRAMME 

DURATION

18 months

SCOPE

20 UK SSA 

Partnerships 

Offered across

4 Higher 

Education priority 

locations within 

SSA

Proposed Host 

countries Nigeria, 

Ghana, Kenya and 

South Africa

FUNDING

• British Council

• Technical 

Partners

• Institutional 

Partners 

www.britishcouncil.org
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QUICK FACTS



• In the next week or so the IAU network partners call will be 
launched

• There will be opportunity for 20 UK HEIs to join with a similar 
number of HEI partners from Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria or South 
Africa to work together to investigate an issue standing in the 
way of entrepreneurial growth in SSA.

• As part of that, there will be 15 or more projects awarded with 

supporting grants of GBP 50k or more.
• The programme will be officially announced on British Council 

Websites and Social Media pages 
• This is an early warning to identify the relevant people who can 

apply within universities, as well as potential UK partners
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Q&A /Next Steps 

Meekness Lunga 

British Council Higher Education & Science 

Programme Manager

Meekness.Lunga@britishcouncil.org

Olipa Ntawanga

British Council Higher Education Project 

Manager

Olipa.Ntawanga@britishcouncil.org
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