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ASPECT: Social sciences, arts and humanities 
commercialisation

www.aspect.ac.uk

28 as I type, with 2 
international HEIs

http://www.aspect.ac.uk/
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• SHAPE

• ASPECT – A SHAPE Platform for Entrepreneurship, Commercialisation 
and Transformation
• An origin story

• Changing a community from the inside out

• Some highlights of ASPECT 

Today’s presentation
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• “SHAPE is a collective name for the social sciences, humanities and the arts – subjects 
which help us make sense of the human world, to value and express the complexity of life 
and culture, and to understand and solve global issues. SHAPE skills are particularly 
valuable to the 21st-century workplace – analysis, interpretation, creation, communication 
and collaboration”*

• “To transform the contribution that SHAPE (originally on Aspect – the social sciences) 
research and student entrepreneurship make for the betterment of society, through 
collaboration with innovators, entrepreneurs and business leaders”.**

• Some of the major challenges of our time: e.g., net zero, societal and economic equity, 
biodiversity and ecosystem damage, healthy aging, mental health support, 

What SHAPE?                        Why SHAPE?

*https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/shape-
at-the-british-academy/

**https:aspect.ac.uk    

https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/shape-at-the-british-academy/
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What is ASPECT?

• Specialist support for HEIs 
looking to make the most of 
commercial and business 
opportunities from social 
sciences research

• A growing network seeking to 
advance social sciences 
commercialisation, 
entrepreneurship and business 
engagement

• Resources, and projects to 
support the achievement of a 
series of KPIs, including 
‘academics engaged/trained’). 

8

https://aspect.ac.uk/resources/aspect-learning-gain-report-2021/

https://aspect.ac.uk/resources/aspect-learning-gain-report-2021/
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Vision and Mission



ASPECT – Phase 1: Structure

https://aspect.ac.uk/toolkit/
© Oxentia 2022

https://aspect.ac.uk/toolkit/
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• ASPECT Funds projects to test ideas and pilot new 
approaches, developing resources that share insights 
and learnings with the broader community

• Aiming to:
• Raise the profile of social sciences research 

commercialisation

• Build engagement between academics, business and 
industry

• Inspire and encouraging social sciences research 
commercialisation

• Develop and exchange knowledge and good practice

Funded activities – from 2019-2021



ASPECT: Funded activities – from 2019-2021
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SHAPE commercialisation – some lessons learnt

• ARC learnings: speaks to why SHAPE projects are different. 

• Academics can seem less keen on/ aware of 
‘commercialisation’. 

• ‘Impact at Scale’ works better. 

• Cohort effects are key (SHAPE researchers often work alone 
more, don’t have labs, might be new to peer-to-peer 
learning).  

• Business models: Each needs different support, and specialist 
mentoring  

• consultancy – how to scale it; 

• social impact companies – that may have NGOs as their 
main clients; 

• and traditional ‘start-ups’, utilising data.  

https://aspect.ac.uk/resources/a-bright-new-
world-of-social-science-ventures/

• Read more in the Aspect Learning Report 2021: 
https://aspect.ac.uk/resources/aspect-learning-gain-report-2021

https://skollcentreblog.org/article/why-financial-innovation-is-the-key-to-unlocking-the-impact-of-rooted-ventures?filter-8191-topic-2669571=56101&filter-8221-author-2669571=56571
https://aspect.ac.uk/resources/a-bright-new-world-of-social-science-ventures/
https://aspect.ac.uk/resources/a-bright-new-world-of-social-science-ventures/
https://aspect.ac.uk/resources/aspect-learning-gain-report-2021/


ARC award winner 2021 run 

https://aspect.ac.uk/resources/arc-project-
profile-teacher-selection-project/

• Training
• Mentoring
• Market 

validation 
funding

• Support and 
engagement 
with colleagues

• Pitching skills

• Prof Rob 
Klassen

• Award winner 
for 2021! 
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https://aspect.ac.uk/resources/arc-project-profile-teacher-selection-project/
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ARC Projects - Tahir Zaman - Mawthuq

Q: What’s the long term vision of Mawthuq?
“In the long term, the vision is to have more financial inclusion and 
provide more opportunities for displaced people to engage with the 
economies in which they’re located, rather than being seen as a 
population that’s intervened upon. As I said, often people arrive 
with resources, but those resources diminish over a number of
years, and then they’re left with nothing because they’re being 
forced to kind of eat away at that initial endowment.”

Q: How is the ARC Accelerator program supporting you in bringing 
your venture to life?
“Nobody has a complete picture of the world. Our collective intelligence 
comes from borrowing solutions from one space and bringing them to solve 
problems in another. ARC allows us to do that by drawing on multiple 
experts in multiple domains, and putting all the pieces together in the head 
of the entrepreneur.
It’s been useful to know more about some of the nuances, constraints and 
opportunities in the business world as well as make connections with other 
experts”

https://aspect.ac.uk/about/aspect-funded-projects/arc/

“Mawthuq is an Arabic word that carries a 
number of meanings – dependable, 
reliable, credible, trustworthy, safe, 
authoritative. And that’s what we want to 
show people to be.” – Tahir.

https://aspect.ac.uk/about/aspect-funded-projects/arc/
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Zinc – Venture building on challenge-based missions

Zinc unites, mobilises and organises talent, knowledge 
and capital that are needed to break through at scale. 
…..running Venture Builder and Academy programmes
that help individuals to have impact.
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For the University:
• Access to best practice for SHAPE research commercialisation, entrepreneurship 

and business engagement
• Support for professional services staff, researchers and students who are interested 

in SHAPE commercialisation, entrepreneurship, and business engagement.
• Access to funding / opportunities to pilot new approaches to commercialisation –

not individual research projects

For researchers and academics:
• Access to inspirational case studies and events that will help develop the skills and 

contacts to help maximise the impact of your research
• Offers lecturers access to resources and curricula for developing enterprise skills in 

social science students
• For researchers with ideas for creating impact from their research, the potential to be a 

participant on the Aspect Research Commercialisation Accelerator 
https://aspect.ac.uk/about/aspect-funded-projects/arc/) 

© Oxentia 2022

The benefits that ASPECT brings….

http://aspect.ac.uk/case-studies/
http://aspect.ac.uk/news-and-events/
http://aspect.ac.uk/resources/
https://aspect.ac.uk/about/aspect-funded-projects/arc/
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Thank you!
Any questions? Contact
sarah.macnaughton@oxentia.com


